WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
intelligent and charming woman, and I missed them both very much.
By far the most interesting visitor to the Argentine while I was there
was Mr. Franklin Roosevelt, and I shall always be glad to have met
him. It was the winter of 1936, just after he had been elected for his
second term as President. He came to attend in person the Pan-
American Congress of twenty-one nations which was held that year
at Buenos Aires, and he brought with him a strong delegation contain-
ing both Mr. Cordell Hull and Mr. Sumner Welles. His first public
act was to speak at the opening session of the Congress, which met in
the Argentine Chamber of Deputies. I was most anxious to hear him
speak, but it was only with great difficulty and the free exercise of my
elbows that I succeeded in doing so. There was a box reserved for
the Diplomatic Corps, but the Argentines were no respecters of such
details, and the box was chiefly filled by those of them who, in spite
of early arrival, had not contrived to find places elsewhere. Neither
my French nor* my German colleagues ever got in sight of the box,
and retired highly offended. Luckily my elbows were fairly pointed,
but even so I managed to secure only a very back seat, on which I had
to stand to see and hear properly. The box was, however, exactly
opposite the speakers, who were, first, Dr. Lamas, the Argentine
Foreign Minister and a subsequent winner of the Nobel Peace Prize,
who welcomed the guests to die Argentine capital, and secondly, the
President of the U.S A.
I was fascinated by Mr. Roosevelt, by his voice, the resonance and
simplicity of his language, his obvious sincerity, and the elevation of
his thoughts, and decided there and then that if I had been an American
I would certainly have voted for him at the last election. He spoke of
the ideals of democracy and in scathing terms of dictators and aggres-
sion. But what impressed me far more than anything else were his
dosing sentences. The only Protestant in a congress of Catholics,
"Democracy, however," he said, "is of no worth without religion and
faith in God," and so on in a few deeply felt words to the end.
Nothing could have been more inspiring. I met him the next day at
a banquet given in his honour by President Justo, and had a very brief
talk with him after the dinner when the diplomats were presented to
him, but from that time I have always felt the utmost admiration and
respect for him, feelings which have only been strengthened ever since.
He is the one really great democratic leader in this hateful war against
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